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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, hov^/ever. may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84{p)(5) because 
they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: Channels 
(B, F, and T) as mentioned on Page 7 Line 26. A proposed drawing correction or corrected 
drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-2,6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Edgar (US 
5.465,155). 

Regarding claim 1, Edgar teaches a method for creating a single digital image file 
from multiple digital images, comprising: using a single imaging station to generate a 
plurality of digital images from a medium, each digital image representing the same source 
image on the medium; and combining the plurality of digital images to create a single 
enhanced digital image which represents the source image (Col 3 Lines 55-Col 4 Lines 16). 

Considering claim 2, Edgar teaches a method wherein the medium comprises 
developing film (Fig 5a). 
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Regarding claim 6, Edgar teaches a method wherein the medium comprises 
developing film, and the imaging station comprises a back source configured to apply 
radiation to the back of the developing film, a front source configured to apply radiation to 
the front of the developing film, a back sensor configured to sense radiation from the back 
of the developing film, and a front sensor configured to sense radiation from the front of the 
developing film (Fig 9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Edgar (US 
5,465,155) in view of Tsutsui et al (US 5,132,998). 

Edgar teaches of the method as discussed above in claim 1, but fails to particularly 
point out wherein the imaging station comprises a radiation source and a radiation sensor. 

Tsutsui teaches of a radiographic imaging method wherein the Imaging is conducted 
by using one radiation source and radiation sensor (Col 4 Lines 25-34; Fig 5). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Edgar's imaging method with the radiographic imaging method of 
Tsutsui. Tsutsui's imaging method would easily be modified to be included in the imaging 
method of Edgar as both systems are used in imaging processing and hence share 
cumulative features making them additive In nature. 
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6. Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Edgar 
(US 5,465,155) in view of King et al (US 1,829,095). 

Edgar teaches of tlie method as discussed above in claim 1, but fails to particularly 
teach further comprising: moving the medium through the single imaging station in a 
continuous uni-directional path and wherein the medium is moved by applying the medium 
to a transport structure and rotating the structure. 

King teaches moving the medium through the single imaging station in a continuous 
uni-directional path and wherein the medium is moved by applying the medium to a 
transport structure and rotating the structure (Page 2, Col 2 Lines 75-70). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Edgar's imaging method with the medium transport structure of King. 
King's film reel would easily be modified to be included in the imaging method of Edgar as 
King teaches wherein his device could be interchangeable to be used in any system. 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Edgar (US 
5,465,155) in view of Edgar (US 6,404,516). 

Edgar '155 teaches of the imaging method as discussed above, however Edgar '516 

expressly discloses aligning the plurality of digital images. 

Edgar '516 teaches of further aligning the plurality of digital images in Col 3 Lines 

18-39). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to further expressly disclose the aligning of plurality of images as both methods 
share cumulative features making them additive in nature. 
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8. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Edgar 
(US 5,790,277). 

Edgar '277 teaches of a method for creating a digital imaging file from a developing 
film, comprising: applying developer to film to cause the film to begin to develop; positioning 
a frame on the developing film in front of a source during a first film development period; 
during the first film development period, applying radiation to the frame of the developing 
film using the source; creating a first digital image file from the frame of the film during the 
first film development period using a sensor; creating a first digital image file from the 
sensed first radiation; returning the frame to the source during a second film development 
period; during the second film development period, applying radiation to the frame of the 
developing film using the source; sensing second radiation from the frame of the film during 
the second film development period using a sensor; creating a second digital image file from 
the sensed second radiation, and combining the first and second digital image files to form 
a combined digital image file which represents the frame (Col 8 Lines 12-37). 

For further clarification, Edgar teaches of radiation being applied to the front layer of 
the film and again in the back layer of the film. The radiation is sensed from the reflected 
light of the film. See Fig 9. Lastly, The images of the first and second image are combined by 
a stitching process (Col 4 Lines 44-65; Fig 4) 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to utilize Edgar as means for creating a digital imaging file from a developing film. 

Regarding claim 9, Edgar teaches wherein each sensing step comprises: sensing 
radiation reflected from the front and back of the film and radiation transmitted through the 
film (Fig 9). 
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9. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Edgar 
(US 5 J90,277) in view of King (US 1,829,095). 

Regarding claim 10, Edgar teaches of the imaging method as discussed above but 
fails to particularly teach wherein the positioning and returning steps are conducted by 
moving the film in the same direction. 

King teaches wherein the positioning and returning steps are conducted by moving 
the film in the same direction (Page 2, Col 2, Lines 81-103). 

Regarding claim 11, King teaches wherein the positioning and returning steps are 
conducted by moving the developing film in a uni-directional continuous path (Page 2, Col 2 
Lines 75-80). 

Considering claim 12, King teaches wherein the moving step is conducted by 
applying the developing film to a film transport structure and rotating the structure (Page 2, 
Col 2 Lines 75-80). 

Claims 14-18, which are representative of claims l-13,are rejected for the same 
reasoning as discussed above. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

10. The information disclosure statement filed fails to comply with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(1), 
which requires a list of all patents, publications, or other information submitted for 
consideration by the Office. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
referred to therein has not been considered. A box of patents has been associated with this 
case; however, there is no PTO-1449 form that was accompanied with the box. At this time, 
the references submitted have not been considered. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner siiould be directed to Heather D Gibbs whose telephone number is 703-306- 
4152. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8AI\/I-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 703-305-4712. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). ^ , ^ , 




Heather D Gibbs 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
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